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Reed College, Portland Oregon, May 18, 1957
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Greetings by President Richard H, Sullivan, Reed College,
300, Papers,

A Umatilla Prophet Cult,
Theodore Stern, University of Oregomn,
Some Problems of Immigration: Population Studies in Israel,
Robert C, Hupton, University of Washington,
The Greove and Splinter Technique: A Paleolithic-Meeolithic Trait in
Western Worth America,
Daniel J, Scheans, University of Oregon,

" The Knight Island Blanket: Tachnology and Environment,

Carclyn Osborne, University of Washingten,
Suggested Refimement of H., G, Barmett®s Theory of Culture Change,
: Jack Pierce, University of Oregon,

Labrets and Ground Slate in Northwest Culture History.

Charles B, Borden, University of British Colusbia,
Social Status of the Yapese Miaspil,

Ann Gertrudo Smith, Washington Stafe Collego.

Jio*t on Orozon Coact Drehintory, Tillhzook ‘rea,
" Themas M, Newman, University of Oragon,
ixogany and Heterosis,
Frederick S, Hulse, University of Viashington.
Connaxions Between S8kagit Kthics amnd Reldgiom,
Sally Snyder, University of Washington,
Archseclogy im the Vantage Region, . 7
Earl H, Szmnson, Uhiveraity of Washington . ool

A Ravsluation of cranial Deformation in Pacitxc&xrj**ﬁ
Roger Heglar, Univerasity of Washington,
!akima Basded Bogs,

8, Rollband Feldstein, University of Washingtom,
waatorn American Prehistory: An Hypothesis,

Douglas Osborne, University of Washington.

6 :30, Dinmer, Reed College Coammons,

7:30, The Search for Boundaries in North;yat“Ar

;..,, 9 100,
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Papel Discussion: Dr, Cs g—Edoul’, Montana State Universitys
Dr. Luther Crezaman, Uhivoraity of Oregone Dr. Charles E, Borden,
University of Britxsh Columbia; Dr, Alfred Bowers, University

of Idaho. ég
Corrobboree., -

At the Frerches, 3549 3, E, Woodstock, &

LIG
R

s ) Gl v o bt Filie Wiootc

y! I g,
PRL s s .

.
Tow -1 &

W,



el §

»

ABSTRACTS OF PAPERS PRESENTED AT THE
TENTH ANNUAL NORTHWEST ANTHROPOLOGICAL CONFERENCE,

18 MAY 1957 -- REED COLLEGE, PORTLAND, OREGON
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PROGRESS REPORT OF OREGON COAST FREHISTORY, TILLAMOOK AREA
Ahowmuy P Nowman Unlvrgs:h.& o¥ O\re,%ov\

A University of Oregon fleld party under the direction of
Dr., L. S. Cressman has completed the first of two proposed
field seascns of archeclogical work in the Tillamook aresa.
When excavations are completed and have been reported, the data
obtained will furnish needed information regarding Tillemook
prehistory, supplement ethnographic reports, and provide
suggestions of broader arcal relationships.

Bxcevations during the summer of 1956 provided suffieient
data to allow scme general statements concerning the appearsnce
and significsnce of the slte and to present a summary of

structures, artifacts, and stratigraphy encountered.
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The Xnight Island Blanket; ==m Analysis and Silgnificance
CQ'O*\:\‘_»" Dbty o, es ve o ﬂ.«‘ﬁ‘f'm}rg%n (Keaﬁ b'g

These blanket remains were found in a shaman's grsve (?7) Eavi
on Knight 1sland, Yakutat Bay, Alasks, in 1952 by an Arctie Swenson)
Society Expedition under the direction of Dr. Frederice de
Laguns. The fragments were sent to me Bx by Frite Riddell
for cleans and such information as could be gained from
them, The blanket is highly fragmentary, but the pleces
could be placed in correct order as they were in the body
of the blanket because of the pé@ence of aelvages and the
overlapping of one design section into snother. At the top
is a heavy geometric-patterned twined border with a fur
binding sewed on the top edge; below this)'the main body of
the blankety twilled-twined, gold or yellow with concentriec
rectangles of dark brown, and rultiple tassels. Only portions
of the side selvages with gathered warps and a possible fragmsnt
of lower edge, remain; sk th not attached to larger
fragments. m\})m

Werp, weft, and tassels were of spun mountaln goat fibers.
There are variations in diameter and hardness of twist. Twining
and twilled twining have an invariable up-to-the-left pitoh.

Unlike the later Chilkst blankets, of whieh this plecs 1s
certainly an esrly form, all of the wefts proceed from selvage
to selvege moross the plece. There are no short wefts inserted

and locked with adjacent wefts, for design purposes, as with
the Chilkat. "There is no eccentric wefting and the design

is wholly geomg%z%%

There are relatives of the Knight Island blanket in museuns.
The best described ia the Swift Rlanket, now in the Peabody
Museum, Other geometric blankets are 1n Canade and Copenhagen
and the Sritish Museum. They seem to be precedent to the
¥nown ornate Chilkatd type in age. They are also less ocomplex
technologically #s# in that they use geometirilc designs
rather than the involved naturalistlic formas.
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Archaeolozy in the Ventuge rsgion was the rasult o a cave survay in
1952, with areavations follc-ing in 1955 and 1754, Twalve sitss wore
exanined in varying decrees, nine of which nra rock sholtors. Cne of thage,
Cedar Cave, io this most important excavated site ef the nvrea. It contains
over fiftesn fush of fill, stentified both naturally sand cultu;-ully, vith ite
origins in tha Fleistocene poriode The carlieat occupatior im Anathemal in
egs, and the laot occupation of any duration czused bhefora the advent of the
shite man. From this sheltsr, it is posvible to essiablish a sequence of
oultural evorte nnd to recopgnize gepareate phanse for comparntive purposas.
Excavation .t othsr sholters hoava mode it possible to elaborats on the cul tural
contant of thoese phasee, end, indead, to add two phaasss to the archasologicel
chronolory.

T™rough the uss of teo-ply cordagc as on injax, secuences al sevaral
chelters hava baan tiad togethar. Given thin, enough distinctive stone toole
can ba sssocistod with phaoes to relouts villages and open sites to the cavs
sequenca, and thus work out a falrly detailod hiartory of the Venlage region.
Souo gaps rsaain, and one long phsae, Frenclman Sprinzs III, is oniy known
generally over a long spun of iims. Fortunantaly, eXcavations at Rabbit Island
by Fobert Orabtree, and at Wenas by TJlcude larrem, havas olatorated ochanges
within thie phese as w51l ns confimmed ite general charactar.

Throurh the studiis at Vantege, it ie poasibla to ses continuity in
osulture back to about i300 B, T It may extend further back than thet, but
mors svidance ia nasdsd, Samination of thie continmm reveanls thot many of
the practices which charactariza {he Plateau in historioc timss ere o lots
davalopmant, certainly no garliar than ohout 1500 A,Ds This constitutes not
only additiong, but ravod-ing of carli:s charactariastics, Atthat tlme, thave

is avidencs :{ trede with tite onuthvequ, in the form of maize ‘hen comes
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davalomant of trade in shella with die Peoifis Coast, and tha shift of
winter villagss fron tributariss to th2 Columbia Rivar. In tha tribuioriss,
the housss are aswociatsd with messive guantities of muasel thell, a feature
lasking in the Oolumbia Rive: houssrn, vhich 1e in~mooord wid the historioc
Pleteau pattem, In addition, natiing and net ginkers develcp lnte in pre-
history, along wit: telus burlels, The talue pits prodbably Gsvelop from earlier
pits used for stolags purposes erc serve, finglly, as boihe

Ons intsrssting devaloment is that of the adzs, herelsfors considered
as ground neph.rite spsciasns, Tho Vonlags sdzes ara Moked, with characteristio
chisel bit, showing a devalopnent from an ssyl7 pabble or core toola to one
made on a fiake, Lioprovenont of tachniqus and divareificntion of matarial ocour
with time. Te latier vortion of this development lo parallsled at Cattle
Point, vhere King 1id not recognize tho flakad adzse. In hio Maritims phase
faked adzes ascempany ground nephrite ones, and by the Late phase ars replaced
by ths nepkrite adzes. ilo ground spacinene have been frund at Vantsge.

Tvo othsr dsvelomants are of intersetl: (1) the productdon o2 true
blade tools from sarliest timas thyough Franchman Springs III (ending eo.
1000 4eDs 7), and (2} ths production of tma buring vhich coniinue into tho
historie period.

Briefly then, 1t may be guid that severnl luportant results have ocome
from the Vantaege siudizg, Not lecst of these is the demonstiution that Ray'le
inferance concernirs, *hs antiquity of Platsan culiure is oorroct. Sooondly,
there i3 a late dovclopmant of mony historisc trails, rolated to a strikcing
expangion of trade, Thirdiy, thsre is a dscopiive richnase %o Flatocu: pre-
hisgtory and, finally, it has bean voagidle to uss tvo-ply cordsge as a

chronological inda:, a nev tool in Pletoan erchasolony.
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Urenstion wer prilably prastissd as o methed of disposin, of the
doad for rb laart 1200 yoore in the Ialles fesarvoir ares oriey te
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The muggested perisd ef evewation is based upem a preiiionry sem-
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4 REEVALUATION OF CRANIAL DEFORMATION IN
PACIFIC NORTHWEST ARCHAEOLOGICAL POPULATIONS

R—bdaé{ “'Edlé.fs : ¥eshington

It has only been within the last few years that significent mumber of
ertifieislly deformed humen crenie from the Pacific Northwest have been
aveilable for study. Museum collections of such spocimens contain for the
moet part deformed crania which were added sporsdically to their miscella~
necus collections. Fortumatsly, receant erchaeology has provided reasonably
wsll documented collections with more accurate evidencs es to placs, time
and cultural position of #uch deformations. The defermstions discusseé here
are charscteristic of both Nerthwest Coast and Platesu populations.

. A classification of five artificial deformation types, with emphasis
given to deformations which involve both anterior and pesterier "pressure
points" sre suggested as followas

1. lambdoidal or occipital
2, Frontal

3, Fronto-dambdoidal

4, FPronto-occipital

5« Cylindricel

Thase types signify the anstomicel areas in the cranmial vault affeeted
by thesastificisl pressure. This claasificatlien 1s compared and coordinated
with those of other werkers. Distributioen to date of the types found in the
two areas (Northwest Cosst and Platesu) with interpretations of signifieent
eresl variations afie presented, Ethnological snd archaeological data give
supporting evidence for such distributions.




YAEIMA BRADED BAGS

8, Rellband Feldstein, University of Washington

Soms 28 bags were amssambled for study, A ma jor problem
was to find a method for dating the bags, It was found that they
could bs divided inte two categories, "old" bags (at least thirty
or forty ysars old), ané more recent bags, differentiated by the
way in which the handles are attached, The bags alss vary in
the pressnce or absence of textured baékgrounds, type of bead used,
and shape, Both the technique of beading ke and the designs used
are very similar to those used im the Plains. Some prodlems for
further resoarch involve tracing the acquisition of Plaims and
other designs, Analysis of the calico limings of the bage may

provide more aceurate dating,
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o Western American Prehistory--An Hypothesis
~4BETRACT—
Douglas 0sborme ) Uniyersi®y o W sshes aTm

Archaeological studies that are ecologically oriented are apt to be most
fruitful and are certainly of importance. This is especially true of eras in
Western prehistory of which, we believe, we know the broad climatic outlines
but have only short and discontinuous archaeological series.

An important aspect of any gcientific advance is the competition betwesn
theories and hypotheses. If any one theory or hypothesis is generally
accepted there msy be & lsck of sense of problem and & stultification of later
work. Therefore it is to the scientist's advantage to encourage and develop
competition in scientific thought. It is to be doubted that we are near
enough to an understanding of Western prehistory so that we can accept any
forsulation as a truth or near-truth.

In competition and in cooperation with the theory that the Northwest
Coast owes its major development to movement from inland to the coast is the
one which would see the major cultural and probsbly population thrust as a
cosstwise one from the north. On the other hand, there can be no doubt that
there have been long-continued and important downstream movements throughout
the West. These two movements, coastal and downriver, have together formed
Hestern prehistory as we see it. The assessing of their relstive activity
from area to ares will be the major work of many Western prehistorians for

many years to come.



THE GROOVE AND SPLINTEX TECHNIQU
A Paleolithic-Mesolithic Treit in Western North America
miel J. Scheans, 'Uhn'vc's."\s ot Oregon

This method of-wgrking antler so 2dmirably gdes-
cribed by Clark for tie English Mesolithic sitae of
3tar Carr is found Prineipally, if not whol.y, along
the Columbia River in Yestern North America, Its
earliest appearance is at site WS-4 near the Dalles
shortly after the stnrt of the Pogt-Glaein] Pering,
Its latest apnearance is ot Welzemap lound aeross the
river from WS-4 ca, 800 4,7, It may have g comparable
time range in Alagka and the Yukon. It is sugrested
that present eviience neither proves nor disproves
en indenendent origin for the technique in the New

World,
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GROUND SLATES IN NORTHWEST CULTURE HISTORY

Charles E. Borden, Ua:m-\«al"’ Brigh Glluwha

The radiocarbon date of 2430 years for the Locarno
Beach site affords & vetter perspective of emrly Bekimo--
Indian relationships on the Pacific Coast of America.
Since the charcoal sample which yielded this date was
collected at considerably less than the maximum depth of
the deposit 1t seems evident that the Barly Maritime
cul ture of the Gulf of Georgls, revealed by this site, was
in full operation well before the middle of the first
millennium B.C. This paper discusses specifically the
jmplications arising from the ground slate industry which,
among other traits and complexes, gives tne Locerno Besch
assemblage its distinctive character. The significance of
this industry, which is characterized by an gbundance &nd
wide variety of impements, arises from the fact that 1%
was flourighing even at & time when only & few early Eskimo
cultures, like Kachemak Bay 1 and 0ld4 Bering Sea, were just
shifting from chipped stone to ground slate. These findings
affect the pmusiblility of tne hypothesis recently advanced
by Drucker in "Sources of Northwest Coast Culture® (1955).



