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REPORT OF VERTIVNG COF IORTHTEST ANTHROPOLOGZISTS
Portland, Oregon, May 8, 1948

The meeting was held in ths Faculty Club, Reed College, Dr, Peter
Odegard, President of Reed, welcomed the visitors and expressud his deep
intersst in Anthropology. Dr. Luther Cressman was elected chairman,

Herning Session

Roports of field work, ressarch and publications in prozress,

University of British Columbia: No members present,

Dr, Erna Gunther end Hobert Lane reported that Dr, Borden is engaged in a
meticulous aexcavation of shell mounds in Vancouver, Dr, Hawthorn is planning
to work this swmer on a Fraser River site twenty miles fron Vancouver with the
cooperation of the Canadian geological survey, He also plans an acerlturation
study and ethnographic survey in the Lillecoet distriet,

Univeinity of Washington:

Dr. Gunther has completed a paper on the Shaker religion whieh will appear
as an dmerican Ethnological Society monograph., She is now working on designs on
Plateau clothing and the comnections with Plains designs, Dr, Guntier reported
that the relations betwoen Northeast Asia and Northwest America wers occupying the
attention of faculty and students cooperating with the Far East Depirtment of the
University., Graduate students are working on small projects that w.ll fit into
the gensral interest., Harriet Blowers is studying ethno-zoology of the Snoqualmie;
Robert Lane, the legal background of Canadian Indians migrating to juget Sound
for berry picking; Elizabeth Servais, Indian migrant labor in “Jeste:n Tashington;
and fichard Daugherty, a survey of archaeological sites in western “ashington,

Mr, Carroll BuFroughs reported that phans are complete for conilnuation of J
archaeological work at Cattle Point, San Juan Islanda. Twenty studeats will re- !
ceive Iniroductory and advanced training in field work,

Dr, Ve:ns Rey reported on his irip to Mexico last summer wherc .z visited
archaeological sites and consulted with anthropologisis, Ile emphasiiad that di-
rection of graduate majors research is an importent part of the curre:xt program,

Dr, Viola Garfield reported a completed sketeh of Lyak, Tlingit and Haida
cultures for the Bncyclopedia Arctica; a deseription of Tsimshian culture for the
American Ethnological Soclety and a book oo totem poles of southeaster: Alaska,
in press (University of Washington)., In progress is e detailed study c? monu-
mental wood sculpture of the Northwest Coast,

. Dr. Melville Jacobs is working on a representative, ennotated colisction of
myths and tales of the Northwest, which will inelude unpublished material he and :

his wife have collected. ,

Ve, William Elmendorf’s Twans ethnogréphy will be ocompleted this :ummer,

Dr. Paul Kirchhoff's immediate interest is in ‘operation horsesho:' and the
direction of students®' research in northwest coast-sastern Asiatic relitionships.
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University of Vashinegton {cont.)

Pater Kilburn reported on the recently lormed Asiatic Tacific Seminar which
ineludes students from the Anthropology and Fer BEast Dapsrimsnis. Papers
have been presented on @ bilbllography of Korean archeclogy; & compilation of
Jepanese bibliographies pertaining to anthropology; and a summary of archaeological
work done in the Phillppines. The seminar plans ¢to publish rummariee of sem’nar
reports and bibliographies of research materials in non-Indo-Europesn languages.
The area of interest reaches from northeast Asis to northern Australia.

WYeshington State College:

Dr. Allan Smith reported that his Kalispel ethnography, the completion of
which was interrupted by the war, is nearly ready. His energies have been ab-
sorbed in orgenizing and teaching anthropology classes. The College may establish
a separate Anthropology Deparitment next fall.

National Park Ssrvice:

Mr. Louis Caywcood has made inspeoctions of sites within the Columbis Basin
Recreational Arsa which are of historical, arch:isologlecal or palssontclogical
interest. He recommsnded that a bulletin be eirculated among the archaeologists

of the nerthwest listing sll important sites snd any finde of spesial interest,

Fenport College:

R bt Mea® peparted that hisx 40,0ens8 acy pospaecing oarld Iodas pococds
of all archaneclogy sites they find or that are reported %o them. Since Vanpors
i3 a Junior College the princinal function of the anthropologist iz to atirasct
students and prepare them for continuing their major elzswhera.

Reed Collegs:

Dr. David French reported that advanced students saking emthropology courses
are majors in other departmenis, hence teaching is the moat important activity. He
has epncouragsd G. H. students tc writs thelir oxperiences and observations of native
peoples in way areas. Under his guldancs the materiel bhns been documented and filed.
Ir. French®s siudy of factionalism in ths pueblos, interiupted by the war, is in
progess of publication. He and Mrs. French sre completing e study of ssceial dynamics
among Japanese-American evacuees in Arizons, made during the war.

University of Orsgon:

Dr, Inther Cressman reported that Dr. Barnett will return to the department in
the fall. fxpension to inelude training in linguistiocs and physiesl anthropology and
offeringe at the A, M. level ers aslsc conbemplated. Arghasologlieal fisld work will

continue this summer.

Dr. Do S. Devidson indicated his interests in the southern extreme of the Amerisas-
Asiatic ‘operation horseshoa®,

Dr. Robert Spencer reported progress in the establishment of linguistic studies
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University of Oregom: (cont.)

and the offering of an undergraduate major in Far East this yeer. It is hoped that
Japanese and Chinese languages can be offered next year.

Afternoon Session
Present Status of Research, Immediate Ressarch Recommended

Linguisties

Dr. Jacoba emphasized the need Por collection of further materisl on many
langueges and dialects of the Pacific Northwest especially thosse that are nearly
extinet. He urged recording in text of conversations, autobiographies, ethno-
graphic data and other materisls in addition to tales and myths, ag well as disc and
7ire recordings of sample texts. Intensive comparative studiss should soon be
initiated where published and manuseript meterial is aveilsble. Dr. Jacobs suggssted
that the first priorities in field work are Twana~Skokomish aend Siuslen. Compg~
risons of Sallsh dialects should be made. Further meterial should be collected %o
supplement Salish and Sahaptin dialects already recorded. Texts in Mskah are
needed and its relation to Nootka studied.  Comparative studies of Horthwest

“"Pemutian® are also needed.

The effects ¢ hunting, fishing and gathering ways of life wpon vocabulary
content end grammatical forms need to be studied. Other approaches suggested by
Drs, Kirchhoff, Spencer and Jacobs were; text material as & means of securing
eihnography, eimilar numerical clasasifiers and kinship types on both zides of
the Pacifie, and the tenacity of Athapascan morphology as compared to other

agpects of sulture.

Eihnography

Dr. Ray reported that detziled ethnographic descriptions of tribal culiures
are not the urgent problem exeept for Carrier and Chilecotin of Bs ¢. and Tenino of
Oregon. Dr. Ray presented the following as problems which should cccupy attention
of students. (1) Inter-areal cultural studies wiih the Pleteau as the point of
reference. (2) ZHast-west and north-south lineer patterna from the Plateau as
the foous. (3) Characterization of the cultures of the Basin and Flateau. (4)
Detailed atudy end comparison of specific culturel detalls such as the role, com-
plexity end atiitudes toward mueic and the subtletiess of Platssu politicel organi-

zation.

Archaeclogy

Dr. Cressman reporied that a refined climatic shronology for the Post-
Pleistocene and Recent is one of the greatest needs of the Archaeclogists. The
problem is complicated by differences between physicgraphic areas and the relatively
short time periods involved. Archaeologlcal work stould procesd systematiecally
toward the solution of definite problems. The quesiiona 4o be answered are: When
and by what routes did pesople senter the (ireat Basin” How are climatie changes,
eapecially thoss affecting the water supply, reflecied in the sites® What are
the relations between the prehistoric and modern Indians in the area?
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Me, Burroughs summarized archaeological problems in western Washington ae
follows: Excavations in the San Juan Islends do not yet reveal any except gemeral
Northwest Coast characteristica. Work in progress i+ planned toward determination
of peculiar areal differences and of comparison of different arsas in western
Washington. Time relationships within sites and between sites remain to be estabdb-
lished, A master card index Tils of pertinent information on western Washington
sites is being prepared and used for comparative purposes.

Mr. Ralph Roys is working on the problem of boundaries of Yucatan states
at the time of the Conquest and dating back to about 1000 A.D. He explained
that research materials were mainly Spenish recorde of villeges given as tribute
and Spanish-Maya treaties describing boundaries of towns and provinces. Much infor-
mation was obtained from present people who have praserved names and site locations
of ancient towns in the districts in which their ancestors lived. They alsoc go %o
church in their own district and approximate boundaries of ancient tomns and pro.-
vinces may be checked by noting church-going habitas

Committae Report:

Dr. Gunther presented the following report which was unanimously adopied.

The assembled enthropologists express their thanks and appreciation to Dr.
Odegard and %o Dr. Cressman for arranging the meeting and contributing so much to

its sucess.

The committes proposes that the mesting be made an annual affair and that
early May be the time set. Rsed College is centrally located end the committes
proposes that we meet here agein if possible.

Two officers, a chairmen and secretery, elected at this meeting will take
charge., Dr. Davidson is nominated as chairman and Richard Daugherty aas secraetary.

The chairman shall appoint committees to eolleot and exchange informstion in
the following fieldsL 1. Archasology, 2. Ethnography, 3., Acguituration,
4, Areas outside the Northwest.

The meeting adjourned at 4:30. Coffoe and cookies Wwere served through the
courtesy of Reed College and Dr. and Mra. French.

Viola E. Garfield, Secretary
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